
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Planting in Tokyo  



 

Our Story 

 

Four years ago, shortly after the events of the 2011 tsunami disaster, we left Japan. 

 

In 2010, as newlyweds we sought refuge from the big 

city life of Tokyo in the small countryside town of Saku. We 

came to Saku to take over the ministry of a missionary couple 

who wanted to retire to the states. A decision made 

somewhat hastily and without much input from others. We 

would spend two long years in Saku struggling to make 

progress, only to come up short. After two years we were 

tired and burnt-out. We had come to learn some hard truths 

not only about ministry but about sin within our own hearts. 

Once it seemed that every door had closed we made the 

decision to return to America and start over.       

During our first year back in the states God worked in 

Drew’s heart to reveal idols of pride and self-reliance that 

had led him to make decisions hastily and without direction 

from others. As we traveled the country sharing our 

experiences, we began to pray for and seek out a healthy 

church where we could walk through repentance and grow in 

our understanding of what a healthy church is and how to lead. Yet, we found so much more in 

Karis Church. We found a family. In the three years that we have been a part of Karis we have 

grown tremendously. Together we have walked through repentance and learned the 

importance of community. Drew joined the two-year internship program through which he was 

given many opportunities to grow as a leader. Megumi learned what it meant to be a healthy 

member of a church family. Together, we grew and we served the city of Columbia through our 

missional community. The elders also nurtured our vision for Japan as they explored how God 

might use Karis to reach Japan. Several leaders from Karis joined us on several vision trips to 

Japan as they helped us consider how we might return to ministry in Japan. 



Over these years, 

God has moved in our 

hearts to help us see Tokyo 

in a new light. Tokyo is not 

just the world's largest city 

with a population of nearly 

30 million people. It's not 

just the capital of Japan. It's 

not just a mecca of anime 

and nerd culture, a unique 

clash of ancient religions 

and technologic wonder, a 

culinary fan's delight, a 

public transit marvel.  Tokyo 

is so much more than that. 

For us, Tokyo is home. 

Tokyo is where Megumi was born and raised. Tokyo is where we met. Tokyo is where we first 

shared the gospel together. Our family is in Tokyo, our friends are in Tokyo, and now; our 

mission is in Tokyo. Our aim is to return to Tokyo by the beginning of 2016 and work with 

church planter Yoshito Noguchi in Fuchu, the heart of Tokyo, on mission for Jesus. 
 
 

  

Steve Sakanashi, Drew Glosson and Yoshito Noguchi 

Megumi, Takumi and Drew 



The Mission 
To see hearts changed, disciples made, and leaders trained by planting healthy gospel-

centered churches in Japan. 
 
 

 
 

The Need 

    Over 130 million people make up the nation of Japan. 0.6% of them are Christian. The 

Japanese are known for their hard work, politeness, kindness, cleanliness, and cooperative 

efforts. Yet, the Japanese are enslaved to idols of materialism, approval, pride, sex and more. 

The gospel need is everywhere. But, most Japanese do not have a single Christian friend or 

coworker, and they do not know that Christ alone can satisfy. 

 

 
 

The Vehicle 
    We believe the local church is the vehicle by which the Japanese will come to hear the 

gospel. In Acts, Jesus began building his church through the work of the holy spirit 

empowering his disciples on mission to make the truth about Jesus known to the world. 

Continuing the mission, we will partner with church planter, Yoshito Noguchi to help plant a 

healthy gospel-centered church in Fuchu, Tokyo. 

 



 
 

Our Role 
    Following the example of church planting in Acts, we believe that Missional Communities 

are the most effective way to grow the church in Japan. A missional community is a gospel 

community that lives out the mission of God in a specific area and to a particular people group 

by demonstrating the gospel in tangible forms and declaring the gospel to others – both those 

who believe it and those who are being exposed to it. Therefore, as part of the Fuchu church 

plant, we will facilitate and multiply missional communities throughout Tokyo, as Christ grows 

his church. 

 

Our Team 
    We invite you to join our team in pursuit of this vision in 3 ways: 
 

Pray for us - Pray for the Spirit to work in the hearts of the Japanese. Pray that the 

gospel would be made known through the church. 

 

Encourage us - The trials of the mission field can be overwhelming. A simple message 

of encouragement or a simple care package can go a long way. 

 

Support us - Your financial contribution will help us remain on the ground in Tokyo 

serving as the hands and feet of the local church there.  



 

 
The Global Missions Initiative, a ministry formed and funded by the local church, designed to 

recruit, assess, train, send, and support Karis missionaries, church planters and pastors. The 

Global Missions Initiative combines the Karis Internship with a back-end support program 

created to offer financial, communications, and administrative support for those in Karis 

ministry globally. In essence it is a local church answer to the traditional missionary sending 

agency. We are thankful and humbled by the love and support that we have received from 

Karis as they have prepared to send us to Japan. Would you join them in sending us? Learn 

more at karischurch.org/gmi 
 

            
 

Karis church is a member of Acts 29, a diverse, global network of church-planting churches 

characterized by theological clarity, cultural engagement, and missional innovation. Through 

Acts 29 we hope to help mobilize more church planting efforts in Japan.  

Learn more at Acts29.com 
 

The SOMA family of churches, believe missional communities are the primary organizing 

structure of the church and the most effective means for developing gospel-centered disciples.  

The Fuchu church plant is modeled after SOMA missional communities.  

Learn more at wearesoma.com and somajapan.com 



Projected Ministry Expenses 
 

$15,000 launch fund to go towards airfare, and other initial moving costs. 

 

$6,000 in monthly recurring gifts to cover our monthly expenses of living in Tokyo. 
 

Monthly Expenses  

Ministry $675.00 

Taxes $600.00 

Rent $1700.00 

Household $885.00 

Groceries / Restaurant $500.00 

Medical $220.00 

Transportation $200.00 

Child care $70.00 

Insurance $450.00 

Entertainment $150.00 

Miscellaneous $150.00 

Savings $400.00 

 $6000.00 

 
If you would like to give, there are two ways in which you can do so. 

 

Online- Visit karischurch.givingfire.com and select Drew and Megumi Glosson from the 

dropdown to give via credit/debit card or check 

 

By Mail- Send your check with Drew and Meg in Japan in the memo to 

Karis Church 

P.O. Box 572 

Columbia, MO 65205  
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